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The No. 7 Penske
Porsche RS Spyder at

the New York Autoshow
Photo By Aaron Ambrosino 

Hudson Champlain
Calendar of Events

April
Monday April 14th
Monthly Meeting
7:00 p.m. at Smokey
Bones, 1557 Central
Avenue, Colonie, NY 

Sunday April 20th
New Member Luncheon
from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. at the
Century House in
Latham, NY.

*Sunday April 27th
Beginner and Novice
Autocross School

May
Thursday May 1st
Drivers Education at
Lime Rock Park
Lakeville, CT

Sunday May 4th
Tour of Jim Taylor's
Car Collection and
Lunch at Lanzi's On
The Lake

Monday May 5th
Monthly Meeting
7:00 p.m. at Smokey
Bones, 1557 Central
Avenue, Colonie, NY

Wednesday - Thursday
May 14th - 15th
Advanced Drivers
Education at Watkins
Glen International
Raceway Watkins
Glen, NY



P R E - O W N E D P O R S C H E A U T O M O B I L E S

877-WEISSACH ] WEISSACHAUTOHAUS.COM
Open Mon–Fri 10 –6 PM, Sat 9–5 PM E.S.T., Closed Sun ] 115 Hurley Rd #6A, Hurley Farms Industrial Park, Oxford, CT

MAP+DIRECTIONS AT OUR WEBSITE: CLICK “DIRECTIONS/CONTACT US”

© 2007 Weissach Autohaus LLC. Drive a New Road is a service mark of Weissach Autohaus LLC . Porsche is the registered trademark of Dr.Ing.h.c.F. Porsche AG Corporation.

Is it possible to buy a pre-owned
Porsche with total peace of mind?

It is now, at Weissach Autohaus. We do Porsche and nothing else. Every
car we sell is inspected, road tested and warranted. No consignment cars here. No gambling with
a purchase from an individual. No on-line guessing. And no big dealer overhead. Just beautiful pre-
owned Porsches that look and drive like new at a fair price, with peace of mind standard.

We also buy well-maintained Porsches, so if you’ve been dreading the hassle of  selling your car
independently, give us a call. And call us to request a FREE WEISSACH PORSCHE MODEL
GUIDE POCKET REFERENCE to help you make sense of changes within Porsche model years.

Visit us “24-7” at WeissachAutohaus.com. Better yet, stop in and see us in Oxford, Connecticut.
Inspect our showroom-protected inventory of gorgeous pre-owned cars and take one out for a
drive. Experience peace of mind. Drive a new road.

Drive a new road.SM

Is it possible to buy a pre-owned
Porsche with total peace of mind?
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The Air-Cooled Advertiser 
is published quarterly by
the Hudson-Champlain
Region Porsche Club of
America (HCP-PCA).
Postage rates are paid at
Clifton Park, NY. This
newsletter is available by
paid subscription to 
members of HCP-PCA as
part of their annual dues
and to others at the rate 
of $40.00 per year. 
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Advertiser reserve the right
to edit material submitted
for publication.
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Board and Officers
President:

Marty Finkle
c/o Harold Finkle - Your Jeweler
1585 Central Avenue
Albany, NY 12205
518-456-6800
president@hcp-pca.com

Vice President:
Patti Torre-Dobush
c/o R&D Automotive
16 Tivoli Street
Albany, NY 12207
518-598-1273
hcregistrar@aol.com

Secretary:
Paula Finkle
c/o Harold Finkle - Your Jeweler
1585 Central Avenue
Albany, NY 12205
518-456-6800
secretary@hcp-pca.com

Activities: Aaron Ambrosino  . . . . . . . . .518-541-2680
Autocross: Andrew Dorman  . . . . . . . . .518-674-5196
Membership: Gayle Thorsland . . . . . . . .518-356-3999
Registrar: Patti Torre-Dobush . . . . . . . .518-477-6501
Safety: Timm Baldauf . . . . . . . . . . . . . .518-765-2078
Track: Marty Finkle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .518-456-6800

Treasurer:
Todd Simmons
438 East St.
Rensselaer, NY 12144
518-618-9003
treasurer@hcp-pca.com

Webmaster:
Aaron Ambrosino
13 Delta Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-541-2680
webmaster@hcp-pca.com

Newsletter Editor:
Aaron Ambrosino
13 Delta Way
Clifton Park, NY 12065
518-541-2680
newsletter@hcp-pca.com

Committee Chairs

Tech Inspectors
Frank Ambrosino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-664-5289
Timm Baldauf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-765-2078
Fran Curro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413-442-6198
Rick Dobush. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-598-1273
Marty Finkle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .518-456-6800
Van Svenson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-698-0297
Bruce Toothaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 518-399-7478
Don Valenti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413-443-6689
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Back on Track

As any one who knows me, (even
slightly), can tell you, all I wait for is
TRACK SEASON.

One of my favorite hero’s famous
saying puts it well, “RACING is LIFE!
Anything that happens before or
after is just waiting”.

Of course Driver Education is
NOT racing, but you have to start
some place to become familiar with
your car and its ability. Doing so on
the street in this day and age is
totally irresponsible and down right
dangerous. This is where I would
invite you to take part in one of
ANY of the Porsche Drivers
Education events that are held
every week during the track season
by ours or other regions.

What is a Drivers Education Event?

From a technical perspective,
Drivers Education (DE) is a program
developed to allow drivers of all skill
levels the opportunity to drive on
real racetracks in a safe and fun
environment. The event is usually
run over 1 to 3 days. Each day you
have 5 driving groups divided by
experience and skill level. Usually
you will go out on track 4 times for
20 to 30 minutes each. 

In the Novice groups (two of
them), drivers are accompanied by
a PCA recognized instructor. The
instructor will teach you about your
car and how to handle it in a high-
performance driving environment.
Different techniques and fundamentals
will be taught so that you and your
car will be come good “friends” like
you never thought possible before.
DE is not racing. These events are
not timed and there are no prizes
(except that SA grin on your face at

the end of the day). Passing zones
are restricted to ensure your safety
and we ENFORCE safety rules.

What qualifications do I need?

You need to be a PCA member or
associate over the age of 18, with a
valid driver’s license. In most PCA
regions you need to be driving a
Porsche on the track.

What type of Car?

Cars range from 1950s 356s to
the latest Cup cars and everything in
between. Your car needs to be in good
mechanical order and needs to be
inspected by a PCA-certified technical
inspector (see the list in our area else
where in this publication). Note that
we do require a fire extinguisher after
the first event and you will need a
recent snell rated helmet. If you would
like to read what I think is the best
information on DE’s on the NET go to
www.redlinerennsport.homestead.com.
I usually have most of my students
read this information as they progress
up through the different skill levels.
Don’t let this information make you feel
nervous, as no one expects you to
know even 1/10th of it at this point.

I could go on and on with this 
subject for ever (and some people
say I always do) but for clarity may I
just tell you my favorite saying on this
subject….“IT IS THE MOST FUN YOU
CAN HAVE WITH YOUR PANTS ON”.

If I can answer any questions or if
you would like to talk further on this
subject, just e-mail me. After all,
that is what a TRACK CHAIR does
and I love it.

Dirty Side Down..Always

Marty

From the Track Chairman
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Ski Trip to Lake Placid

Scott Keller Rips
up Whiteface.

A Few of Us Take a Break
After Some Great Runs.

Tommy Thompson Enjoys
a Nice Cruising Run.

We All Gather at 
Jane and Tommy’s 
for Après Ski.
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MERLIN MANUFACTURING USA, Inc. 
Design and Manufacturing Services

Design/Engineering Services:
Concept or Complete Design
Solid Models or Full Engineering Dwg’s 
CNC Programs   
Post Processor Development

Manufacturing Support:
Master Patterns for:

 Carbon fiber Components,
Plaster & Air-set Sand Castings

Prototype Machining
Production Runs Up To 1000 units 

Production sourcing of : 
Investment Castings 

 Die-casting,
Plaster & Air-Set Sand Casting

Extrusions
 Injection molded parts

Current supplier to LOLA CARS INTERNATIONAL

Contact: Chris Whaley
315-409-3500
Chris@merlinmfgusa.com
www.merlinmfgusa.comPhoto courtesy of Lola Cars International 

We are here to help you REACH that CHECKERED FLAG



Spring 2008 9

Cigar Night

Everyone is Happy With
the Cigars They Chose.

Chris, Mark 
and Jeff Enjoy
Their Selections.

Amelia and Andy
Sample a Bit of Wine
and a Cigar Together.

We Enjoyed a Fun
Evening of Cigars
and Wine.
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NY International Autoshow

Porsche GT2

Porsche RS Spyder

Audi R8

BMW Concept CS
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Beer Tasting

Brewmaster George
de Piro Talks About
the Art and Science
of Beermaking.

Bill Meckley Inspects
the Color of his Ale.

Club Members Sample the
Pump Station’s Offerings.

We All Enjoyed a Great
Evening of Tasting
Many Fine Beers.
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Marketplace

2002 Porsche Boxster – 39.5K Miles
Excellent condition - 5 speed, Triple Black, ABS, A/C, alarm,
CD, cruise, heated leather seats. All service records.

Contact: Mark at gilderm@nycap.rr.com or 518-383-5508.
$25,500.

1998 Mercedes Benz E320 4matic 
(all wheel drive) – 105K Miles
Immaculate and clean black with tan leather. Options include:
heated seats, sunroof, traction control, power windows, seat
memory, six disk CD changer, premium alloy wheels and an
extra set of alloy wheels with snow tires. In the last year the
following has been replaced: summer tires, rear shocks, front
struts, front wheel bearings, rear brake pads and rotors,
front brake pads and rotors, spark plugs, air cleaner, serpen-
tine belt, AC condenser, AC receiver dryer and all four oxygen
sensors. This car has been extremely well maintained with all
service records since new and is in pristine condition. 

Contact: Van at isvenson@broadgate.com or 845-698-0297.
$9,995

Hoosier RS03-04 racing tires
2-225/50-16 and 2-245/45-16. These have 3 track days
on them at Lime Rock. Stored in plastic bags in a cool, dark
basement. Approximately 50% or more rubber remains,
evenly worn, good for practice or DE. $250 

Contact: Steve Urschel: durschel2@nycap.rr.com

Fiske Wheels
18 x 8 front, 18 x 10 rear with Pilot Super Cup Tires.
225/40 and 265/35.  Asking $2000.  

Contact John Jersen at jjersen@jersen.com or 
518-858-0783.
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15 Years
Robert Pringle
Michael Gorthy
Kenneth Ille

Member Anniversaries
30 Years

Frank Ambrosino
Steve Parnes

20 Years
Frank Freihofer
Wayne Freihofer
Bill Terry

10 Years
Geoffrey Pappas
Alan Terrill

5 Years
Eddie Berger
Joe Wilson
Andrew Cullen
Robert Eckert
Ronald Patti
Paul Petrosino
Michael Carroll
Mike Kaufman
Samuel Arena
Paul Solomon
Kevin Postupack
Chris Labatt-Simon
Frank Vinci
Thomas Oricchio
William Travis
William DeLanney
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Calendar of Events

April
Monday April 14th
Monthly Meeting 7:00 p.m. at Smokey Bones
1557 Central Avenue Colonie, NY 1220

Sunday April 20th
New Member Luncheon from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
at the Century House in Latham, NY. New members 
who have joined the club during the last 12 months 
are invited to attend.Please R.S.V.P. to 
activities@hcp-pca.com by April 11th. 

Sunday April 27th*
HCP Beginner and Novice Autocross School

*These dates are tentative and subject to change.
Please check our website http://hcp.pca.org for updates
as we finalize dates.
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Calendar of Events

May
Thursday May 1st
HCP-CVR Drivers Education at Lime Rock Park Lakeville, CT

Sunday May 4th
Tour of Jim Taylor's Fantastic Car Collection and Lunch at
Lanzi's On The Lake

Monday May 5th
Monthly Meeting 7:00 p.m. at Smokey Bones
1557 Central Avenue Colonie, NY 12205

Wednesday -Thursday May 14th -15th
HCP Advanced Drivers Education at Watkins Glen
International Raceway Watkins Glen, NY

Saturday - Sunday May 17th - 18th 
Zone 1 Rally & Concours Croning, NY 

Sunday May 25th
HCP Spring Autocross
NYS Parking Lot McCarty Avenue Albany, NY
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Calendar of Events

June
*Sunday June 8th
Annual Concours and Picnic at
John Boyd Thacher State Park
1 Hailes Cave Road Voorheesville, NY 12186

Monday June 9th
Monthly Meeting 7:00 p.m. at Smokey Bones
1557 Central Avenue Colonie, NY 12205

Friday - Sunday June 20th - 22th
Zone 1 48 Hours Driver Education
Watkins Glen, NY

Sunday - Thursday June 29th - 3rd 
PCA National Parade Charlotte, NC
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Calendar of Events

July
Sunday - Thursday June 29th - July 3rd 
PCA National Parade Charlotte, NC

Friday - Saturday July 11th - 12th 
Porscheplatz @ ALMS
Lime Rock park, CT

Sunday July 13th
HCP Summer Autocross
NYS Parking Lot McCarty Avenue Albany, NY

Monday July 14th
Monthly Meeting 7:00 p.m. at Smokey Bones
1557 Central Avenue Colonie, NY 12205

Sunday July 27th
HCP Club drive to the Matt Brewing Company in Utica, NY
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Porsche GT2


